
Energy and products derived from fossil fuels are essential to modern life.1
More than 80% of the energy that we consume and many of the products 

that we use every day are derived from fossil fuels.

 

Fossil fuels revolutionized agriculture production and reduced our 

agricultural footprint due to innovations in fertilizers, herbicides and 

pesticides, as well as fossil-fueled machinery. As a result, America uses less 

land for agricultural production now than it did a century ago, despite a 

more than three-fold increase in population.

 

Decreasing the availability of fossil fuels and increasing their cost through 

mandates and taxes limits the choices of American consumers and 

increases the cost of goods, electricity, and food, which harms the poor the 

most.

ENERGY
Things Every American Should Know

America leads the world in environmental protection.2
 Since 1970, the U.S. has achieved unprecedented environmental 

improvements (73% reduction in emissions of criteria air pollutants) while 

dramatically increasing GDP (262%), miles traveled (189%), population (59%), 

and energy consumption (44%).

 

Economic freedom promotes human prosperity and lasting environmental 

quality. The U.S. has led the world in growing our economy while improving 

our environment.

 

The United States has reduced ambient levels of air pollution across the 

board:
99% of lead (since 1980)

90% of hourly sulfur dioxide (since 1980)

84% of carbon monoxide (since 1980)

60% of hourly NOx (since 1980)

32% of 8-hour ozone (since 1980)

41% of 24-hour PM10 (since 1990)

https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/aeo/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mclv06jR_e0&index=2&list=PLLF4kBvOHH68ebdbauXox9huo65ocaXzE
https://lifepowered.org/benefits-of-fossil-fuels-for-agricultural-production/
https://lifepowered.org/improvements-in-u-s-pollution-since-the-1960s/
https://lifepowered.org/economic-freedom-leads-to-cleaner-air/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=htosc7929oA&feature=youtu.be
https://files.texaspolicy.com/uploads/2018/11/27165514/2018-11-RR-US-Leads-the-World-in-Clean-Air-ACEE-White.pdf


 The U.S. has achieved energy dominance and should not let it go.3
The U.S. produces more oil and natural gas and holds more recoverable coal 

than any other country in the world.

 

The U.S. trade deficit in petroleum goods has declined by over $300 billion, 

or 85%, since 2008 and in 2017 accounted for less than 10% of our total trade 

deficit in goods. The EIA predicts that the U.S. will become a net energy 

exporter by 2022, enabling America to rely less on unstable countries.

 

Our recoverable supply of fossil fuels are growing every day. Contrary to the 

popular “peak oil” theories of prior decades, new discoveries and technologies 

are growing our recoverable reserves of fossil fuels faster than we are 

depleting them.

American fuels and technology can improve health worldwide.4
The advancement of the human condition and the quality of our lives 

consistently tracks with the availability of reliable, affordable energy.

 

A large portion of the world’s population suffers from energy poverty. 

According to the International Energy Agency, almost 1 billion people live 

without access to electricity and “[n]early 2.7 billion people lack access to 

clean cooking facilities, relying instead on biomass, coal or kerosene as their 

primary cooking fuel.”

 

According to the World Health Organization, “3.8 million people a year die 

prematurely from illness attributable to the household air pollution caused by 

the inefficient use of solid fuels and kerosene for cooking.”

 

Due to its leadership in fossil fuel production and environmental protection 

technology, the United States is in a position to help developing nations 

improve their indoor and outdoor air quality through the use of American 

natural gas, low sulfur coal, and oil, as well as environmental control 

technologies.

At Life: Powered, we believe that the goal of energy and environmental policy should be to maximize human 

flourishing and to liberate American ingenuity, not restrict American energy. Economic freedom and an abundance of 

reliable and affordable energy are the only way to achieve the twin goals of lasting prosperity and environmental 

quality.

https://lifepowered.org/the-us-is-the-top-producer-of-fossil-fuels/
https://lifepowered.org/imports-and-exports-of-fossil-fuels/
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=34912
https://lifepowered.org/us-supply-of-fossil-fuels-is-still-plentiful/
https://lifepowered.org/fossil-fuels-contribute-to-human-flourishing/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEovKjVkUpc&list=PLLF4kBvOHH68ebdbauXox9huo65ocaXzE&index=2&t=0s
https://www.iea.org/sdg/electricity/
https://www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/household-air-pollution-and-health
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